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: For the third consecutive year, Sunshine Week activities took place throughout the country
Law Library on March 11-17, 2007. As described on their , “Sunshine Week is a national
initiative to open a dialogue about the importance of open government and freedom of

: information. Participants included print, broadcast and online news media, civic groups,
Archives libraries, non-profits, schools and others interested in the public's right to know. Sunshine
R e Week is led by the American Society of Newspaper Editors (ASNE) and is funded by a grant
from the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation of Miami.”

Sunshine Week has its roots in Florida. The Florida Society of Newspaper Editors began
organizing Sunshine Sundays in 2002, in response to efforts by some Florida legislators to
create numerous exemptions to the state’s public records law. Encouraged by Florida’s
success, journalists in several other states created similar programs. In June 2003, the
ASNE sponsored a national Freedom of Information Summit in Washington, D.C. With the
aid of a Knight Foundation grant, the first Sunshine Week was held in 2005.

Highlights of Sunshine Week 2007 included:

MONDAY, MARCH 12: CLOSED DOORS, OPEN
DEMOCRACIES?

Closed Doors; L
Open Democracies! OpenTheGovernment.org and other participating groups

March 12, 2007 hosted the second annual dialogue on open government
. [and secrecy, "Closed Doors, Open Democracy?"

The program looked at access to government information,
including the impact of suppression and manipulation of
scientific information on public health and safety.



http://www.sunshineweek.org/sunshineweek/about
http://openthegovernment.org/article/subarchive/94
http://www.nsulaw.nova.edu/library/
http://www.nsulaw.nova.edu/library/publications.cfm#newsletter
http://www.sunshineweek.org/sunshineweek/about
http://openthegovernment.org/article/subarchive/94
http://openthegovernment.org/article/subarchive/94
http://www.openthegovernment.org/
http://www.openthegovernment.org/
http://www.openthegovernment.org/

Held at the National Press Club, EST, the forum was web cast to sites around the
country, which were encouraged to show the national program and plan local
programs tailored to open government issues in their communities. Audience
members at all sites will had an opportunity to call in and e-mail questions to the
program.

Event sponsors are: American Association of Law Libraries, American Library
Association, Association of Research Libraries, League of Women Voters, National
Coalition Against Censorship, National Freedom of Information Coalition,
OpenTheGovernment.org, Special Libraries Association, Sunshine Week, and Union
of Concerned Scientists.

FRIDAY, MARCH 16: NATIONAL FREEDOM OF INFORMATION DAY

UL LE The ninth annual First Amendment Center National FOI Day
Conference was held at the National Press Club. The conference
brought together access advocates, government officials, lawyers,

. librarians, journalists, educators and others to discuss access to
suzdyey) oy government information and the public’s right to know. Sunshine
L lEeaasricar 1 Week is a co-sponsor of the event, which is held in cooperation with
sar comrinence  the American Library Association, OpenTheGovernment.org and
the Coalition of Journalists for Open Government.

More than a dozen nationally known speakers and presenters appeared on the
program and the agenda included discussions of government secrecy, publication of
classified information and access priorities for the coming year. The American
Library Association presented its annual James Madison awards and new reports
and publications were released. As the conference agenda was finalized, program
details were announced on the First Amendment Center Web site.

For more events and information, see the Calendar of Events on the Sunshine Week
website.
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