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It is a beautiful Sunday morning and you are drinking coffee and reading the newspaper.
You’ve just finished reading a review of a new book and it looks like something you’d
really enjoy. You know you don’t need to buy any more books and you know if you go to
the bookstore you’ll come out with more than the one title you went in for. Then you get
a brilliant idea! You wonder if any local library might have a copy you could borrow or
at least look at. Guess you can go on the Web and search Novacat to see if any of the
NSU libraries has a copy. But if they don’t, you’ll have to check each local library
catalog on the Web. You do want to go to the Web, but now you can search nearly all the
libraries in the world from one web location! WorldCat is the Union Catalog for the
world and WorldCat is now available for anyone with a computer and Web access.

WorldCat is the world’s largest bibliographic database with more than 1 billion records
and the holdings of more than 50,000 libraries in 112 countries and territories. WorldCat
was begun in 1971 and has been built by OCLC and its member libraries as a cooperative
endeavor. For more than 40 years, libraries have used OCLC and the bibliographic
database to generate catalog cards or computer-legible records for online catalogs.
Libraries have also used this resource to locate materials needed by their patrons but not
held in their own library. It used to be that only a librarian could find out who might own
a desired title nearby, but that day is gone. WorldCat has been opened to the world! All
you need to do is type “worldcat.org” in the address bar of your favorite web browser and
the page shown below should display.
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From this screen above, you can search for a title, a subject, or a person. You can look for
books, videos, music, articles, or electronic resources. There is also a link to an Advanced
Search screen so you may make your search more specific by specifying title, keyword,
author, or ISBN/ISSN. You may also limit the search by format, language, or publication
date. The blue column to the right links you to sites where you can learn how to put
WorldCat plug-ins on your favorite browser or to put the WorldCat search box on your

personal Web page, blog, etc.
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This screen shows the display after inputting a search. “Refine Your Search,” on the left
side of the screen, allows limiting the results based upon information found in those
results. This may include selecting by author, content, format, language, or year. Sorting
can be changed from the default “relevance” to title, author, or year (descending or
ascending).
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After you locate and click on the title you want, you will see the screen above. Here you
can get more information on the title such as the assigned subject headings which can
link you to other materials on that subject. You can see if it is located nearby simply by
putting your, or other, zip code in the location information box. WorldCat will then show
you which libraries own that work arranged with the nearest libraries first and will show
the approximate distances. From this screen you can access a library’s online catalog or
its general information page. You can also decide to purchase the title by clicking on the
link to Amazon or the “Buy It Now” link (not shown in the above screen) if the title is
checked out or otherwise unavailable in a convenient time frame. OCLC has agreements
with the booksellers to return a percentage of sale proceeds to OCLC for continued
support of the Open WorldCat.
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After choosing the link to a library catalog, you will usually see the catalog record for
that title (screenshot above). In some instances you may be taken to the library’s catalog,
but you may need to perform a title search again to get to the appropriate record. You
may have noticed that the Web site is labeled as “WorldCat Beta;” that is because the site
is still in beta testing. There are still some glitches as not all libraries have had an
opportunity to make sure the links to their own Web pages have been updated and some
libraries may still choose to “opt out” of the Open WorldCat. Mostly this lets you know
that OCLC is still working to improve the service. Additionally, there is a feedback link
at the bottom of the Web page so you can let OCLC know what you think.

Please give WorldCat a try sometime. | think you will find it an interesting and
wonderful tool. If you can’t think of anything to search for, try your own name. Haven’t
you always wondered how many libraries bought your books?
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Jane Cross: Eugene Dupuch Law School Hoses Second ACLI Summer Law School Conference in Nassau,
THE AMERICAN AND CARIBBEAN LAW NEWS, vol. 1, no 2, p. 1 (2007) (co-author).
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Debra Curtis: Critical Reading and Law School Success, presented June 2007, at the Institute for Law
School Teaching Conference on New Frontiers on Teaching and Learning held at Suffolk University
School of Law, Boston, MA.

Judith Karp: Critical Reading and Law School Success, presented June 2007, at the Institute for Law
School Teaching Conference on New Frontiers on Teaching and Learning held at Suffolk University
School of Law, Boston, MA.
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